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Erosion 
 

-Consider the 
problem to be 
due primarily to 
runoff causing 
slope instability 
and erosion. 
 
- Need to 
correct runoff 
problem from 
paved areas 
onto site- 
redirect runoff. 
 
-Concerned 
about slope 
failure being 
accelerated by 
lighthouse 
development, 
evidence of 
slope failure is 
visible. 
 
- Recommend 
channeling 
runoff into 
creeks . This 
could be against 
the law due to 
septic 

-Would like to 
see a geo-
technical study 
of the entire 
TSA to identify 
the causes of 
erosion and 
bluff failure. 
 
-Problem of 
conflicting geo-
technical 
studies and 
findings. 
 
-Recommend an 
adaptive 
management 
strategy (ie: try 
and see what 
works and what 
doe not). 
 
-City is 
concerned about 
the cost of 
stabilizing the 
site. Who pays? 
 
-Believe rodents 
(i.e. mountain 

-Recognize some 
erosion is a 
natural process, 
while some is 
being caused by 
human activity or 
development. 
 
- Consider 
planting 
vegetation on the 
bluff and slope 
that has a deep 
root system to 
help stabilize the 
soils and reduce 
erosion. 
 

- See rodents 
(ie: mountain 
beavers) as a 
contributing 
factor to erosion 
problems. 
 
- Armoring the 
beach/toe of the 
slope to stop 
erosion is not 
only unsightly, 
but also can 
accelerate 
erosion in 
adjacent areas 
(ie: Santa 
Cruz/Monterey 
area). 
 
- If the failing 
septic systems 
and runoff from 
the city are 
saturating the 
slope and 
causing erosion 
and possible 
bluff failure, it 
needs to be 
corrected. 

- Bluff saturation 
is a concern for 
the CC not just 
due to erosion, 
but also due to 
water quality 
issues and the 
protection of 
coastal resources. 

- Causes of 
erosion need to 
be identified 
and where 
found to be due 
to human 
activity, need 
to be corrected 
in order to 
protect the 
village site. 
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contamination 
 
-May want to 
filter runoff or 
put in a settling 
pond 
 
-Mountain 
beavers are 
accelerating 
erosion 
problems due to 
burrowing. 
They need to be 
removed or 
exterminated. 

beavers) are a 
major 
contributing 
factor to erosion 
and need to be 
removed. 
 
- City is 
currently 
conducting a 
septic system 
and water 
quality 
monitoring 
program to 
identify the 
sources of bluff 
saturation and 
stream 
contamination. 

- Mitigation 
efforts, such as 
rock gabiens, 
armoring, 
retaining walls 
require 
permitting and 
approval from 
the Coastal 
Commission. 

• Bluff 
 

- Believe that 
failure is due to 
septic seepage 
and runoff   
something 
needs to be 
done to 
stabilize. 
 
-Recommend 
taking any 

- Past geo-
technical 
studies have 
competing and 
sometimes 
conflicting 
conclusions 
about the causes 
of bluff failure. 
 
-City offered  

- Some consider 
vegetation as a 
problem. 
Specifically, 
alders on the 
upper slopes. 
Vegetation could 
be used 
strategically to 
stabilize the slope 
and bluff. 

- Find ways to 
stop seepage 
from septic 
systems that is 
saturating the 
bluff. 
 
- Need to look 
into sewer 
system for the 
City.  
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action required 
to stabilize bluff 
to protect site. 
 
- Options to 
stabilize should 
be explored. 

access to City 
records on site 
history and past 
geo-technical 
studies for 
writing the 
TMP (*note this 
offer was not 
honored and 
was later 
rescinded by the 
City) 

 
- Believe failing 
septic systems are 
a significant 
source of bluff 
erosion. 
 
-Bluff erosion and 
slope failure have 
been ongoing, but 
in past 15-20 
years, it has 
caused portions of 
the Wagner Street 
trail to shrink 
from 20 feet wide 
to about 8 feet 
wide. 
 
-Mitigating bluff 
failure will slow 
the natural 
process of erosion 
and will protect 
the Village site 
and properties 
situated on the 
bluff. Taking no 
action is not 
going to stop 
erosion, bluff 

 
-Consider 
actions like 
promoting and 
requiring low 
flow water 
appliances. 
 
- More 
information 
needed on 
causes and 
solutions. 
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failure or protect 
the site or private 
residences. 

• Stream 
 

- Clean out 
debris in 
streams in order 
to channel 
runoff and 
prevent runoff 
and seepage 
into the site and 
cemetery.  
 
- Axel Sr. used 
to clean out 
debris to keep 
streams open, 
but this is really 
the 
responsibility of 
the landowner 
(ie: City) 
 
- Concerned 
about erosion 
from streams 
but believe the 
real stream 
issue is water 
quality related 
(ie: septic 

- Will be doing 
water quality 
monitoring on 
streams with 
wastewater 
treatment grant. 
 
- A 1990 study 
by Busch & Co. 
was conducted 
but 
recommendatio
ns were never 
pursued. Should 
consider 
revisiting this 
study and its 
recommendatio
ns 
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seepage) 
 
- Odor and 
sampling 
indicate that 
raw sewage is 
flowing through 
streams, this is 
adding to the 
runoff and 
erosion problem 
but also is a 
public health 
issue. TAS uses 
the stream 
water for 
ceremonial 
purposes. 
 

• Ocean 
 

- Ocean erosion 
is clearly a 
problem due to 
natural causes. 
 
-Would like to 
explore possible 
stabilization 
methods (ie: 
rock gabiens, 
retaining wall, 
rip-rap, 

- City would be 
satisfied with a 
20-year 
solution, such 
as riprap or 
gabiens instead 
of trying to 
have a final 
solution that 
costs millions 
of dollars 
because; who 

- Consider 
mitigating erosion 
at the toe of the 
sloped similar to 
Luffenholtz 
Beach. (ie: 
constructing a log 
and cable or 
gabien system to 
stabilize the toe 
of the slope.) 

- Recommend 
that rock 
gabiens be used 
to slow erosion 
at toe of slope 
(ie: those below 
the former 
Iverson 
property) 
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revegetation) 
but only if it 
would not 
accelerate 
natural erosion. 

will pay for it?  

Cultural 
Resources 

- Exposed 
artifacts found 
on the beach a 
recurring 
problem. These 
should be left 
alone or TAS 
should be 
notified and 
they will rebury 
on site. 
 
- Mountain 
beaver problem 
is exposing 
artifacts on the 
site and along 
the beach. 
Would like to 
see this problem 
resolved. 
 
- Very 
concerned with 
looting which is 
an on-going 

- Differentiates 
between CR 
that have 
washed onto 
beach and those 
exposed in the 
village. 
 
- See this area 
as a function of 
the Tribe or 
TAS who needs 
to take a 
position as 
“experts” on 
ways to handle 
CRs and make 
recommendatio
ns to the City 
on what to do. 
 
- Sees the City’s 
function as 
implementing 
whatever the 
Tribe decides, 

- The Tsurai 
Village site is a 
significant 
cultural resource 
for the entire 
community. 
 
- Yurok people 
have the priority 
rights in deciding 
what is best for 
the site. 
 
- Increased 
tourism will 
likely bring 
increased impacts 
to cultural 
resources and 
should be 
considered in 
future 
management 
plans. 

-Could put a 
railing around 
the site with 
signs to deter 
people/inform 
people they 
shouldn’t be in 
there.  
 
- Could pass a 
City Ordinance 
to allow for the 
prosecution if 
someone is 
found in the site 
without 
authorization.  
 
- Others see the 
best way to 
protect it is to 
not identify it 
via signs. 
 
- Possibly look 
to state or 

- Need a 
definitive 
statement on what 
constitutes 
“harm” to CR in 
plan as it remains 
undefined in CC 
easement 
language.  
 
-Provide explicit 
examples of what 
actions should be 
avoided (e.g. 
cutting across site 
on unmarked 
trails, excavation, 
and unapproved 
planting) and 
what actions 
should not impact 
site (e.g. hiking 
on trails ONLY 
and guide-led 
interpretive 
walks) 

- CRs are the 
primary 
concern for the 
Yurok Tribe. 
Management 
decisions need 
to be based on 
how best to 
protect the 
village and 
cemetery. - 
 
-Supports the 
TAS in it’s 
efforts and 
recommend-
ations re: 
cultural 
resources 
protection 
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problem. Law 
enforcement 
and education 
are needed. A 
site monitoring 
program would 
be a good idea. 
- Overgrowth of 
vegetation has 
provided cover 
that obscures 
looting 
activities within 
the site. 

including 
surveillance, 
enforcement, 
program to trap 
and remove 
rodents, and 
monitoring as 
examples. 
 
- City does not, 
however, have 
the monetary 
resources or 
people to take 
on full 
responsibly of 
implementing 
whatever plan 
the Tribe 
decides, City 
wants it to be 
cooperative. 

national park 
solutions to 
managing 
Indigenous 
cultural sites as 
models. 
 
- Have one 
cultural week a 
year for local 
Indigenous 
Peoples to 
educate/exchan
ge ideas with 
community. 
 
- TAS should 
decide how 
much access 
they want the 
public to have 
to the village 
site and then act 
accordingly. 
 
- Policy 69 
suggests the 
cemetery be 
fenced. 
 
- Past concerns 
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over looting and 
protecting the 
site have led to 
allowing the 
site to become 
overgrown, to 
discourage 
people from 
going in there. 
 
- A 
comprehensive 
cultural 
resources 
survey of the 
entire TSA 
would help 
locate and 
identify CRs for 
future 
management. 
 
- Some hope to 
see restoration 
and re-
introduction of 
the Brush 
Dance. 
 
- The cultural 
resources could 
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be restored not 
as tourist 
attractions, but 
as part of 
cultural 
preservation for 
Yurok and 
Tsurai people. 

• Exposed  
            Cultural        
          Resources/  
            Human          
            Remains 

-A continual 
problem. TAS 
is very 
concerned about 
protecting 
burials and 
exposed 
remains.  
- 
-Erosion is 
contributing to 
the outwash of 
remains onto 
the beach 
below. 
 
- It is important 
that the City 
follow the 
protocol and 
inform TAS 
upon discovery 
so they can be 

-Two types: 1) 
Those due to 
erosion and 
visible on 
beach; 2) Those 
on the site and 
in the ground. 
 
-Sees it as a 
monitoring 
issue for the 
Tribe and TAS. 
 
- Would like to 
see the site 
protected and 
for people to 
stay out of it. 
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properly 
reburied on site 
as soon as 
possible. 
 
 

• From 
            Erosion 

- Some erosion 
is natural, but 
others, like that 
caused by 
runoff and 
rodents should 
be resolved to 
help stabilize 
the site and 
prevent CRs 
from eroding 
onto the beach. 
 
- If artifacts are 
found then they 
should be 
reburied by 
TAS or the 
Yurok Tribe as 
soon as 
possible. 

- Geotech study 
may help rovide 
insight into 
causes and 
solutions. 
 
- Sees the roles 
of TAS and 
Yurok Tribe as 
primary in 
deciding what 
needs to be 
done. 

    

• From 
            Looting 

-Very 
concerned about 
this ongoing 
problem. 

- Deter site 
access and foot 
traffic by use of 
trail and 

 - Others agree 
with the wire 
mesh to prevent 
looting, but also 

 - Looting needs 
to be stopped. 
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- Consider site 
and veg 
management to 
open up the area 
so it is more 
visible and 
easily 
monitored. 
Dense 
vegetation 
serves to 
obscure the 
activities of 
looters. 
 
-Monitoring on 
a regular basis 
is recommended 
to track and 
prevent looting. 
 
- Educate local 
law 
enforcement on 
the looting issue 
and the fact that 
it is a criminal 
act. 
 
- Interested in a 

railings. 
 
- Consider 
identifying site 
boundaries in 
order to prevent 
access and keep 
people out. 
 
- A monitoring 
program and 
support of Law 
Enforcement in 
order to protect 
the site and 
deter looting.  
 
- Recommend a 
monitoring 
program- could 
use HSU or 
Tribe or 
interested 
citizens. 

prevent soil 
slipping. (11) 
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stewardship or 
monitoring  
program  to 
monitor and 
prevent looting. 
 
- Would like to 
use wire mesh 
to cap the site, 
over lay it with 
imported fill 
dirt, reseed, and 
that would help 
prevent looting 
and open up the 
site to be more 
like a cemetery. 
 

• From 
            Rodents 

-Recommend 
that rodents be 
removed from 
the site area 
because they 
erode the site, 
leading to the 
exposure of 
artifacts, which 
encourages 
looting and 
collecting. 

- Rodents are a 
problem. 
 
- Possibly a 
rodent-proof 
fence around 
the area with 
the highest 
concentration of 
cultural 
materials  
 
- City could 

   - Definitely a
contributing 
problem re: 
erosion. 
 
- No one had a 
problem with 
removing 
rodents.  Are 
not an 
Endangered 
Species. 
 

 - Remove or 
exterminate. 
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help implement 
the removal of 
the rodents. 

- Recommend 
relocation (trap 
and remove) 
over 
extermination. 
 
 

• Reburial -Would like to 
continue to 
handle reburials 
on site per 
traditional 
practice by 
TAS. 

- City would 
like a clear 
protocol on how 
to handle 
discovery of 
human remains. 
 
- Put the proper 
protocol in the 
police 
department 
manual. 
 
- Perhaps even 
public 
education on 
protocol (i.e. 
brochure). 

    

Vegetation 
Management 

- Recommend 
that all veg 
management be 
determined by 
what is best or 
what is needed 

- Developed a 
Draft 
Vegetation 
Ordinance that 
was tabled until 
City Council 

-Vegetation 
management 
should be 
considered as a 
way to stabilize 
the bluff and 

- Some would 
like trees to be 
topped or 
removed to 
enhance view of 
the ocean, the 

- Would like 
TMP to address 
what is  or is not 
appropriate veg. 
Management. 
- Would like the 

- Agrees with 
TAS that 
vegetation 
management 
decisions need 
to be based on 
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to stabilize and 
protect the site. 
 
-Don’t want 
trees removed if 
geo-tech studies 
says it will 
harm site. 
 
- Viewshed 
issues are not a 
priority of TAS, 
protecting the 
site is. 
 
- Would like to 
see invasive 
species 
removed and 
culturally 
significant 
plants, native 
species 
reintroduced 
throughout 
study area. 

devised a plan 
for nuisance 
abatement and 
enforcement 
since vegetation 
is seen by some 
as a nuisance 
and 
enforcement 
issue. 
 
-Stated the 
ordinance does 
not include the 
study area and 
primarily deals 
with viewshed 
issues (Note: 
Copy of draft 
veg ordinance 
does include the 
study area) 
 
- City would 
like a veg plan 
that enhances 
views but does 
not compound 
erosion or site 
problems. 
 

slope and protect 
the site.  
 
- Willing to 
remove non-
native species 
from property and 
replant with 
native species. 
 
-Residents would 
like a protocol or 
process on how to 
treat vegetation 
on their 
properties. 
 
 

bay, and the sea 
stacks. View of 
the actual beach 
is not a goal and 
likely not 
practical. 
 
- Thinning trees 
may make them 
less prone to 
blow down. 
 
-Consider 
removing non-
native species. 
 
- Consider 
removing taller 
trees that are 
prone to blow 
down (pines 
and alders) 
 
- Recommend 
different 
treatments for 
different types 
of vegetation 
(trees, hedges, 
etc) for City 
Veg ordinance. 

TMP to have 
clear plan for any 
recommended 
types of veg 
management. 
 
-Address City 
Veg Ordinance 
and site 
management 
differences or 
potential 
conflicts. 

what is best for 
protecting and 
stabilizing the 
site. 
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- City to 
provide a copy 
of the draft of 
veg. Ordinance. 
 
-Biological/ 
environmental 
assessment 
needs to be 
done, to provide 
a botanical and 
animal species 
inventory. 
 
- City’s interest 
in veg 
maintenance is 
onsite 
protection of 
CR, maintain 
public access, 
and remove 
invasive 
species. 
 
- City has 
drafted a 
vegeation 
ordinance but 
has nuisance 
abatement 

 
- Use an 
arborist to 
determine 
which trees to 
trim versus 
remove. 
 
- If resource 
protection is 
part of the goal 
of the CC and 
TMP, then veg 
management 
plans should 
reflect this. 
 
- Consider how 
leaving trees on 
the TSA (or 
removing them) 
will impact 
resource 
protection 
goals. 
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issues as 
vegetation 
would be 
treated as an 
abatement 
issue.  
 
. 

• On site - Would like all 
vegetation 
management to 
be dictated by 
what is best for 
protecting (and 
stabilizing) the 
site and 
allowing access 
to the cemetery 
by TAS for 
caretaking. 
 
- The TAS has 
been asking the 
City to help 
clear out the 
overgrowth in 
the cemetery 
area since 1989. 
 
- TAS would 
like some 

- See veg 
management as 
depending on 
the vision for 
the site  
 
- See the vision 
for the site as a 
decision made 
by the TAS and 
the Yurok 
Tribe. City 
would help 
implement. 
 
- The TSA is 
included within 
the City’s draft 
vegetation 
management 
plan. 

- Vegetation 
management is a 
viewshed issue 
for adjacent 
property owners 
as views are 
obstructed by 
vegetation on the 
TSA. 
 
- Alders and other 
vegetation on the 
site, particularly 
on the slope 
above the village 
site are creating 
an overburden, 
retaining moisture 
and increasing 
potential bluff 
failure risks. 
Consider 
removing the 

- Would like 
trees on site to 
be topped or 
trimmed to 
provide views. 
 
-- Historical 
records and 
photographs 
show the TSA 
used to be open 
with a few large 
trees. 
Traditional use 
of fire 
(prescribed 
burning) 
probably helped 
maintain this. 
Invasive species 
now have 
changed the 
landscape. 

 - Should be 
determined by 
what is best for 
protecting and 
preserving the 
cultural 
resources 
within the 
TSA. 
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vegetation 
cleared to 
enable access, 
dry out the site, 
and provide the 
ability to 
monitor the site 
to protect it 
from looting. 

alders and other 
vegetation that is 
impacting the 
bluff and site 
below. 

Consider 
removing non-
native invasive 
species. 
 
- Historical 
records also 
indicate that 
there are 
culturally 
significant trees 
on site that 
warrant 
consideration 
(bay trees, 
pepperwood 
trees, California 
Laurel, Oregon 
Myrtle). 
 
- Understand 
that the 
Pepperwood 
trees are highly 
significant 
historically and 
culturally for 
Yurok culture. 
 
- Restoring the 
natural 
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vegetation and 
promoting the 
cultural plants 
and trees would 
enhance the 
interpretive 
value for the 
public.  

Viewshed  
Issues 

-TAS priority is 
to protect the 
site, any veg 
management 
should be 
dictated by 
what best 
protects the site. 
This is the only 
priority- not the 
viewshed issues 
of adjacent 
landowners. 

- Draft veg. 
ordinance talks 
about protecting 
viewshed, but 
the City feels 
there is a 
balance 
between 
viewshed and 
what’s best for 
the site in terms 
of halting 
erosion and 
looting (e.g. 
limbing rather 
than removing 
trees)  
 
- As a 
stakeholder, the 
City doesn’t 
have any view 
issues but 

- Views are 
important to 
adjacent 
landowners.  
 
- Request a 
process or 
protocol for 
requesting 
trimming of 
vegetation on-site 
to enhance views. 
 
- Viewshed 
protection, in the 
form of removing 
trees ready to fall 
already may be in 
line with 
protecting the 
environment, the 
slope, and village, 
which is below. 

- City’s General 
Plan provides 
for view 
protection from 
private 
residences. 
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realizes that 
views are 
important to 
adjacent 
landowners. 
 
-City has 
included 
viewshed issues 
in draft 
vegetation 
management 
plan. 
 
-Vegetation 
management 
plan is on hold 
until the TMP is 
completed. 
 
- Planning 
Commission 
holds views 
from private 
residences as 
important. 
City’s General 
Plan and the 
TMP should 
reflect that. 
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Trails - See Parker 

Creek Trail as 
least invasive to 
village site 
would like to 
see foot traffic 
utilize this 
beach access 
over others that 
do impact the 
site. 
 
- Would like to 
see Groth Lane 
and Parker 
Creek trails 
developed and 
promoted for 
public use over 
other trails 
within the TSA. 
 
 

 - Trails should be 
safe and 
accessible. If 
trails become 
hazardous, they 
should be posted 
and/or closed. 
 
- Trail 
maintenance is 
the City’s 
responsibility. 
 
- Consider 
implementing a 
seasonal trail 
rotation so that 
unstable trails can 
be closed during 
wet season.  
 
-Multiple trails 
provide several 
beach access 
alternatives. 
Beach access is 
not dependent on 
a single trail. 

- Trails are an 
important part 
of the Trinidad 
community and 
economy. They 
encourage 
tourism. 
 
- Adequate trail 
maintenance is 
vital. Safe and 
user friendly 
trails will attract 
users. 
 
- A trail 
maintenance 
program needs 
to be 
established. 
 
- Vegetation 
management on 
trails is an 
issue. 
 
- Proper trail 
maintenance 
will encourage 
people to stay 
on them and not 

-Access to coastal 
areas is a CC 
mandate. Access 
includes access to 
views, not just the 
beach. 
 
-Willing to 
explore 
alternatives for 
beach access. 
 
- CC would like 
to see as many 
access 
alternatives as 
possible to 
preserve the 
maximum coastal 
access consistent 
with other 
considerations of 
the easements 
(natural and 
cultural resources 
included) 
 
- Would like to 
see both Parker 
Creek and Groth 
Trails used 

- Agree with 
TAS 
recommenda-
tions and 
concerns. 
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leave the 
designated 
trails. People 
detour around 
the trails in 
areas where 
they are 
hazardous (ie: 
the lower 
portion of the 
Traditional 
Trail). 
 
- Use trails to 
direct visitors to 
where you want 
them to go and 
away from 
areas you want 
them to stay out 
of. 
 
 

because of scenic 
value and ease of 
beach access. 
 
 

• Axel 
Lindgren 
Memorial 
Trail 

- Would like to 
see the 
traditional trail 
restored at the 
top.  
Remove recent 
Civic Club 
installation of 

- Thought the 
issue of 
entrance was 
solved between 
TAS and the 
Civic Club, 
direct access 
fine as long as 

- The original 
path at the top of 
the traditional 
trail is well 
documented. 
  
 
- The trail is 

- The trail is 
very steep and 
needs a 
handrail. 
 
- Grass grows 
rapidly on steps 
of the trail and 

- Supports this 
trail as being 
designated as the 
primary trail to 
the beach and the 
review of the use 
of the traditional 
trail (top to 

- This is a 
traditional 
Yurok trail and 
as such, the 
TAS and 
Yurok tribe 
want to see it 
protected and 
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railing and 
bushes, 
concrete where 
it changed the 
traditional path  
 
-The trail is 
steep and 
should have a 
handrail along 
entire length. 
Prefer it be 
placed on one 
side, to deter 
people from 
leaving the trail 
and going into 
the site and 
cemetery area. 
 
- Hand rail idea: 
Pressure-treated 
cedar core with 
three-span type 
cable with holes 
drilled in the 
posts and then 
split- redwood  
top rail. 
 
-Move the 

westerly 
entrance by 
parking lot 
remained, but 
not sure if 
formal 
agreement was 
made. 
 
- Could 
structure the 
veg. around the 
trail to prevent 
people from 
going into the 
site, perhaps 
installing a 
handrail. 

hazardous as it is. 
The ties are 
moving (rotating) 
and the bottom of 
the trail is eroding 
and hazardous.  
 
-The uneven steps 
are dangerous 
with no hand 
railing in place. 
Consider 
rebuilding with 
consistent 
platforms and 
rises, crib and 
rock steps using 
only cable and 
ties at the lower 
portion. 
 
- Consider 
redirecting the 
lower portion of 
the trail so that it 
does not 
continually erode. 
 
 

must be 
maintained, but 
pulling it 
contributes to 
erosion 
problems 
 
-Steps/railroad 
ties may need to 
be reset in order 
to make it safer. 
 
- Someone 
needs to take 
care of it. If the 
City can’t do it, 
someone else 
needs to. 
 
- Consider 
posting signs to 
warn if 
hazardous, or to 
direct people 
off certain 
areas. 
 
-  

bottom). 
 
- The CC has 
taken the position 
of making repairs 
on an interim 
basis while the 
TMP is being 
developed. 
 
- Would like to 
see solution at the 
bottom be 
something 
“natural” and not 
obtrusive looking  
(ie: Malibu Beach 
concrete). 
 
- The CC holds 
the trail easement 
through the Civic 
Club property 
(Memorial 
Lighthouse) 

restored. 
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second bench 
further down 
the trail so that 
people are not 
encouraged to 
stop at the same 
location as the 
site and 
cemetery. 
 
-Erosion at the 
bottom of the 
trail is a 
recurring 
problem. Need 
to explore 
options for 
stabilizing the 
trail so that it is 
not dangerous. 
People leave the 
trail and are 
impacting the 
area on either 
side because it 
is unsafe.  

• Bluff Trail 
 
Aka: Old 
Wagon Road 

- Concerned 
this trail causes 
erosion and 
should probably 
be closed until 

- No consensus, 
need a 
geological study 
to inform 
decision. 

- Many past geo-
technical studies 
have been 
conducted. 
Consider 

- Litigation 
issues will 
ultimately 
determine what 
happens to this 

- Interested in 
exploring the 
maintenance of 
this trail for 
access. 

- Agrees with 
TAS on closing 
this trail.  
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or Bluff Trail it is determined 

that it is not 
accelerating 
bluff failure or 
threatening the 
site. If it is, it 
should be 
permanently 
closed. 
 
- Would like to 
see it re-
vegetated 
because 
perceive it as a 
major erosion 
problem  
 
-Consider 
promoting 
alternate trails 
to access the 
beach over this 
trail. 
 
- TAS believes 
the primary 
issue with this 
trail is site 
protection (of 
village below) 

 
- May have to 
wait until 
litigation directs 
decision on this 
trail. 
 
- Trail is 
important 
because of 
gradual slope, 
good for 
elderly. It is a 
public access 
issue.  

mitigation to slow 
the erosion and 
bluff failure. 
 
-Has eroded 
significantly over 
past 20 years. 
Now only about 8 
feet wide at the 
access, which is 
directly above the 
site. 
 
- Conditions of 
Local Coastal 
Program have 
made 
implementing 
mitigation 
measures more 
complicated. 
 
- Many people 
prefer this trail 
because of the 
view and the 
gradual slope for 
accessing the 
beach. 
 
- Consider using 

trail.  
 
- Efforts should 
be made to keep 
the trail as far 
away from the 
bluff edge as 
possible. 
 
 

 
- There would 
have to be 
compelling 
evidence that foot 
traffic is 
impacting erosion 
on the bluff to 
close this access. 
 
- Supports the 
designation of 
this trail as a 
formal trail 
onto/around the 
site. 
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and not public 
access as there 
are more than 
one trail to 
access the 
beach. 

native vegetation 
to stabilize the 
slope below the 
trail. 
 
-Coastal access 
standard zones 
recommend a 
specific width of 
trail, re-
vegetating the 
western side of 
the trail would 
make the trail 
access much 
narrower than the 
standard. 
 
-The trail is part 
of an historic 
access road to the 
beach and is 
consistently open, 
accessible and 
easy to use. 

• Parker 
Creek Trail 

 
 
 

- Is a gradual 
trail that 
provides beach 
access. 
  
- TAS promotes 

-Could be an 
alternate access 
to the beach. 
 
- Trail is outside 
the study area, 

- This trail begins 
behind the Market 
and then merges 
with the Bluff 
trail and then 
proceeds to the 

- This trail 
needs signage, 
particularly at 
the trail head by 
the store or near 
View Street. 

- Concerned that 
if this trail is 
designated as a 
formal trail that it 
would encourage 
traffic into the 
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 the use of 

Parker Creek 
Trail because it 
has the least 
impact on the 
village site. 
 

but as an access 
alternative it 
could be 
important. 
 

beach. 
 
- In the past, dogs 
and property 
owners have 
discouraged use 
of this trail. Even 
though the CC 
retained easement 
for access, 
property owners 
have posted “No 
Trespassing” 
signs and 
removed trail 
marker signs. 
 
- No erosion 
issues with Parker 
Creek trail or 
access. 
 
- Parker Creek 
trail does not 
provide the ocean 
views that Bluff 
trail does. It is a 
forested trail. 
 
- Improving 
Parker Creek trail 

Lack of signage 
prevents people 
from knowing it 
is even there. 
Signage is also 
needed to direct 
people coming 
up from the 
beach. 
 
- The trail is an 
easy way to 
access the 
beach, fairly 
level and 
gradual slopes 
make it easy to 
use, esp. for the 
elderly. 

internal area of 
the site, which 
may be 
problematic. 
 
- Explore trail 
easement/formal 
site access 
through the new 
property owner’s 
(not Halverson’s) 
property.  This 
would be for 
Tribal use ONLY 
and probably not 
signed or named 
for general public 
to see. 
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could enhance it’s 
use as a primary 
beach access trail. 

• Site Access 
Trails 

 
 

-Doctor’s trail 
is the TAS 
preferred access 
the village site 
for TAS 
purposes. 
 
-Would like to 
close all other 
site access trails 
and use the 
Doctor’s Trail 
to access the 
site, but 
discourage 
public from 
using it. 
 
-Access via 
Doctor’s trail in 
the past was 
through a verbal 
agreement, but 
the property has 
new owners 
now. Would 
like formal 
agreement for 

- Groth Lane 
trail needs to be 
defined as a 
possible public 
access; a 
secondary trail 
with beach 
access, but with 
no site access. 
Would need an 
easement, esp. 
for enforcement 
purposes. 
 
- Beach access 
is the primary 
concern for all 
trails. 
 
- The TAS and 
Tribe should 
inform City on 
what site access 
trails should be 
kept opened or 
closed, and 
how. 

- Doctor’s trail is 
on private 
property with a 
private drive and 
gate. 

- Doctor’s trail 
passes over 
private 
property. New 
owners may not 
even be aware 
of easement and 
access issues. 
 
-Doctor’s trail 
is currently 
blocked by a 
locked gate. 
You not only 
need 
permission, you 
need a key. 

 - A formal 
agreement for 
site access 
should be made 
between City, 
Yurok Tribe, 
TAS, and 
property 
owners. 
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access. 
 
- Groth Lane is 
also a trail 
access that TAS 
would like to 
see developed 
for public use. 
 
- Use re-
vegetation and 
handrail to 
close the two 
other site access 
trails and to 
discourage 
people from 
using them to 
access the site. 

• Trail 
Signage 

- Use signs that 
say, “Stay on 
trail, sensitive 
area.” rather 
than state that 
it’s a burial site. 
 
- Would like 
signage for the 
Axel Lindgren 
Memorial Trail 
at the trailhead. 

- City wrote a 
grant for signs 
with TAS, but 
were not put in 
because of 
litigation.   
 
-Suggest MP 
come up with 
best idea for 
signs and then, 
with 

- Consider 
posting signs to 
tell people to stay 
out of the site. 

- Parker Creek 
and Groth Lane 
trails need signs 
to direct traffic.  
 
- Interpretive 
signs for both 
natural and 
cultural 
resources. 

- Include 
interpretation to 
the naming and 
history of each 
trail. 
 
- Consider 
installing 
interpretative 
signage about 
Tsurai at the head 
of the Axel 
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concurrence 
from the City 
would 
implement the 
signs based on 
litigation 
settlement. 
 
- Have no 
problem with 
changing 
“Indian Beach” 
sign to “Old 
Home Beach” 
the action just 
needs to be 
brought forward 
formally. 

Lindgren 
Memorial trail. 
 
- Would like to 
see better signage 
on Parker Creek 
and Groth Lane 
trails so that 
people knew 
where to go. 
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Interpretation - TAS would be 

interested in 
developing 
interpretation of 
the village and 
area to tell the 
story of Tsurai 
through 
signage, 
brochures, and 
possibly guided 
tours. 

- Would defer 
to the Yurok 
Tribe and TAS  

-Would enjoy 
learning more 
about the history 
of Tsurai. See it 
as an important 
educational 
component and 
should be 
included in the 
TMP. 

  - Agree with 
TAS 

• Signage - Would like to 
see different 
wording on 
commemora-
tive plaque: 
“Old Home 
Beach” to 
replace “Indian 
Beach”  
 
- Interested in 
interpretive 
signage for 
educational 
purposes, ex: 
Sumeg Village  

- Would defer 
to the Tribe and 
TAS but believe 
interpretive 
signs would be 
good tools to 
inform the 
public and 
protect the site 
while 
promoting and 
directing beach 
access.  

-Signs would be a 
good idea, but 
need specifics on 
where and what 
for. 

- Could have 
natural 
resources and 
vegetation as a 
part of the 
interpretive 
signage. 
 
- In the past, 
signs have been 
installed on 
Parker Creek 
trail but 
property owners 
did not like 
them and took 
them down. 
 
- Suggest that 

- Signs for trails 
should be used to 
direct people. 
Agrees that 
Parker Creek 
Trail needs to be 
marked from both 
directions. 
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signs not be 
used to identify 
site location. If 
you don’t want 
people to know 
where it is, 
don’t tell them. 

• Print/Web - Interested in 
developing 
informative 
brochures to tell 
history of 
Tsurai and its 
significance to 
Yurok people 
and TAS. 

- Police dept. 
and Chamber of 
Commerce have 
websites and 
access to 
website 
development.  
Info on village 
and history 
could be a good 
project for 
Museum 
Society and 
TAS to do 
jointly and put 
on Chamber of 
Commerce 
website as a 
link  

    - Add
interpretation/ 
history of site on 
City of Trinidad 
and/or Humboldt 
County’s 
websites 

 

• Site 
Restoration 

-Site protection, 
specifically of 
the cemetery 
and eroding 
cultural deposits 

Would defer to 
Tribe and TAS 
on what to do 
re: the long 
term vision and 

 - Support the 
idea of restoring 
the site for 
cultural uses 
and for 

- Re: 
environmental 
restoration CC 
would like to see 
removal of 

- Support site 
restoration and 
reintroduction 
of Brush Dance 
in the future. 
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is the primary 
concern. 
 
-Village 
restoration 
would be 
considered, 
possibly a plank 
house. 
 
- TAS would 
like to see the 
Brush Dance 
restored. 
 
- One of the 
reasons TAS is 
so concerned 
about water 
quality is that 
one of the 
streams is used 
for Tsurai 
ceremonies and 
right now it 
can’t be used 
because it is 
contaminated. 

future 
management of 
the site, 
including 
restoration. 

educational 
purposes. 

invasive plants 
and replacement 
with native and/or 
historical and/or 
culturally 
significant plants. 
 
- Suggests that 
restorations plans 
include cultural 
use-only efforts 
where the TAS 
and Yurok people 
could use the area 
for cultural 
purposes, not. 
nec. for the Public 

• Visitation 
 

-The cemetery 
is not a public 
use area, it 

-City would 
appreciate a 
protocol for site 

    

 32



Management Tsurai Ancestral City of Adjacent Interested State Coastal Yurok Tribe 
Issue Society Trinidad Property 

Owners 
Public Conservancy 

  
should be 
treated as a 
cemetery 

visitation, 
especially for 
monitoring and 
water quality 
sampling 
purposes.  
 
-City would like 
to know who to 
contact for site 
access. 

Cultural Site 
Management 

- TAS and 
Yurok Tribe 
have sole 
authority in 
determining 
what is 
appropriate 
management of 
cultural 
resources within 
the site. 

Would defer to 
Yurok Tribe 
and TAS on 
how to manage 
cultural 
resource issues 
on the site and 
study area. 

-Recognize that 
Yurok and Tsurai 
descendents know 
best how to 
manage the 
cultural resources 
in the site. 

  - Agrees with 
TAS. 

• Vegetation -Vegetation 
management 
should only be 
dictated on 
what is best to 
protect the CRs 
and stabilize the 
site. 
 

  - Many would 
like to enhance 
or create views 
from the bluff 
by thinning, 
topping, or 
removing trees. 
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-Dense 
vegetation over 
the site is a 
problem. It 
makes access 
and monitoring 
difficult and 
provides cover 
for looters. 

• Village Site 
Restoration 

- Would like to 
see the village 
restored in the 
future and 
someday have a 
Brush Dance 
there  

- Don’t have 
full consensus 
on if full village 
restoration 
would be 
possible, but 
don’t object to 
the plausibility. 

- Considered to 
be a good idea- 
has an 
educational 
aspect as well as a 
tourist attraction. 
 
- One outcome of 
village restoration 
would be 
increased visitors 
and increased 
impacts, should 
be considered in 
any restoration 
plans.  

- Many support 
the idea and are 
excited to learn 
more about 
Tsurai and 
Yurok history 
and living 
culture. 
 
- Member of 
Trinidad 
Museum 
Society would 
like to see site 
restored for 
educational 
purposes to be 
used as a lab. 

- Would support 
village restoration 
as long as it 
doesn’t exclude 
public access.   
 
- This doesn’t 
mean that public 
should have 
access to the 
cultural site, but 
they would like to 
see the main 
objective be the 
natural and 
coastal restoration 
before cultural 
restoration 
 
- Would TAS 
create provisions 
for what could 
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occur within 
restored village?  

Issues, Concerns, 
and Visions for the 
Future 

- Would like to 
see the land 
transferred to 
the Yurok Tribe 
to be co-
managed with 
TAS. 
 
- Believe the 
City has not 
honored its 
stewardship 
obligations or 
followed the 
consultation 
protocol in 
Policy 69. 
 
- Runoff, and 
septic 
contamination 
is a primary 
concern for site 
stability and 
public safety 
reasons. It must 
be resolved. 
 
- Seepage from 

- Wastewater 
treatment grant 
will monitor 
water quality 
within the 12.5-
acres and soil, 
however, grant 
in initial stages. 
 
- Monitoring 
will provide 
data to then 
create MP on 
when to pump 
or replace 
certain septic 
systems  
 
- Concerned 
with historical 
context section.  
Wants “non-
biased” 
historical 
interpretations 
supported by 
research to be 
used in final 
Management 

- Recognize that 
Tsurai/Yurok 
retain their rights 
spiritually, 
culturally, and  
traditionally  
 
- Recommend 
developing a 
strategy to lower 
septic/seepage 
impacts on slope 
(e.g. low flow 
appliances, rain 
barrel to capture 
water for 
gardening, etc…).  
 
- Could have 
“Hot tips for 
Homeowners” 
brochure at City 
Hall that 
discusses water 
saving 
techniques. 

- The aesthetic 
qualities and 
scenic beauty of 
the Trinidad 
area are 
important 
community 
resources. 
 
-Recommend 
developing a 
cultural week to 
educate the 
public about the 
village and 
Tsurai/Yurok 
culture. 
 
- Natural 
resources are 
significant and 
should also be 
included in 
interpretation. 
 
- Recreational 
resources and 
uses of trails to 
access the 

- Concerned with 
saturation from 
the bluff side, 
particularly with 
septic is a 
concern because 
of quality of the 
water draining to 
a coastal resource 
 
- CC willing to 
participate in 
seeking resources 
to implement the 
TMP 
recommendations
. 
 
- CC would like 
to see a vision 
come from the 
process and the 
TMP that 
considers all 
parties’ interests 
fairly and 
produces feasible 
and responsible 
recommendations 

- The primary 
goal of the 
Yurok Tribe is 
the appropriate 
protection, 
restoration, and 
preservation of 
the village site 
and cemetery. 
 
- Supports the 
transfer of the 
TSA to the 
Yurok Tribe. 
 
- The Yurok 
Tribe Culture 
Committee 
voted 
unanimously in 
support of the 
TAS goals for 
the future 
management of 
the site.  
 
-The Culture 
Committee 
voted 
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the City septic 
systems and 
runoff has 
saturated the 
bluff and 
created a 
swamp within 
the site. This is 
not how it used 
to be. It is a 
direct result of 
the seepage 
from failed 
septic systems. 
 
- Water quality 
issues impact 
the site and 
everyone who 
uses the beach 
since the 
contaminated 
water flows 
onto the beach 
where people 
recreate. It also 
flows directly 
into the bay, 
which is bad for 
the natural 
resources. 

Plan. 
 
- City has 
concerns about 
the TMP 
becoming a 
political tool re: 
ownership. 

beach for 
boating, kite 
flying, fishing, 
are important to 
residents and 
visitors. 
 
- Water quality 
issues, 
particularly 
failing septic 
systems, were 
identified over 
8 years ago as 
critical 
problems, yet 
nothing was 
done. 
 
- The City 
knows there is a 
water quality 
problem. Hopes 
to develop a 
solution. Is 
currently 
conducting 
water quality 
testing 
(including water 
within the TSA) 

for the protection 
of the site. 
Specifically, 
protection of 
access, cultural 
and natural 
resources, for 
future 
generations. 
 
- CC has funded 
the TMP and 
could possible be 
a future funding 
source for 
implementing 
parts of the TMP. 
They could also 
support via 
recommendations 
funding proposals 
to other agencies. 
 
- The costs of 
implementation 
should not limit 
what is 
considered 
though they will 
definitely place 
limits on what 

unanimously in 
favor of three 
resolutions 
regarding the 
TSA: 
 
1) Support the 
position of the 
TAS on these 
issues. 
 
2) Support the 
transfer of land 
to the Yurok 
Tribe. 
 
3) Establish a 
formal 
agreement 
between TAS 
and the Yurok 
Tribe for future 
management of 
the TSA. 
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- Damage to the 
village site 
caused by 
seepage and 
failed septic 
needs to be 
seriously 
addressed and 
resolved by the 
City. The City 
has never 
accepted 
responsibility 
for the impacts 
of failing septic 
to the site, yet 
TAS has been 
asking the City 
to take action 
for years. 
 
- Bluff failure is 
a big concern. 
Causes need to 
be identified 
and action to 
prevent failure 
should be taken. 
 
-TAS has given 
priority to 

and hopes this 
will help 
identify causes 
and solutions. 
 
-Consider a tri-
government 
cooperative 
relationship: 
Tribe, City, and 
State to identify 
and resolve 
problems.  
 
- Many ideas 
presented will 
cost money to 
implement. 
Suggest finding 
funding sources 
to help make 
these things 
happen. 
 
- Tsurai village 
is a cultural 
resource that is 
valued not just 
by TAS or the 
Yurok Tribe but 
by the Trinidad 

can be done. 
Ideas should not 
be disregarded 
outright simply 
because of cost. 
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protecting the 
cemetery. They 
would like it to 
be treated as a 
cemetery not as 
a recreational 
area or a park. 
 
-Would like the 
geo-technical 
study to be 
completed by 
LACO and the 
findings 
adopted and 
incorporated 
into the TMP 
 

Community as 
well.  
 
- Consider the 
educational 
potential of the 
village site and 
restoration. It 
could be an 
outdoor 
classroom for 
teachers and 
students to learn 
about Tsurai. 
The site has 
been neglected 
and this 
resource is 
being lost. If all 
join together, 
they can teach, 
learn, and 
protect. 
 
- Some feel that 
they are not 
supposed to go 
to the site. 
 
- TAS would 
like to see the 
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land transferred 
to the Yurok 
Tribe. Feel the 
Yurok Tribe are 
the best ones to 
own and 
manage the 
TSA. Past 
experience has 
shown that 
previous and 
current 
landowners 
have not 
properly 
managed the 
site. The Yurok 
Tribe has 
demonstrated 
both ability and 
interest in doing 
what is best for 
Yurok cultural 
resources. 
 
- The TMP and 
the process 
could represent 
a new era of 
cooperation and 
collaboration 
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between 
Yuroks, TAS, 
and the greater 
Trinidad 
Community. 
 
- The cultural 
heritage of the 
region should 
be important to 
all parties and a 
common ground 
for the future. 
 
- City has 
concerns about 
the TMP 
becoming a 
political tool re: 
ownership. 
 
- CC does not 
see any 
suggestions as 
“off the table” 
ownership of 
the TSA has 
been discussed 
and is a 
legitimate topic 
of discussion in 

 40



Management Tsurai Ancestral City of Adjacent Interested State Coastal Yurok Tribe 
Issue Society Trinidad Property 

Owners 
Public Conservancy 

  
the TMP. 
 
- CC expressed 
concerns 
regarding public 
health and 
natural resource 
impacts as a 
result of fecal 
choliform 
contamination 
of the streams 
in the TSA from 
failing septic 
systems is a big 
concern for the 
CC. The public 
uses this area, 
kids play in 
those streams, 
and the public 
needs to be 
made aware that 
it is a problem. 
 
- Someone 
commented that 
they thought 
fecal choliform 
contamination 
issue used to be 
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worse than it is 
today. 
 
- City is 
conducting a 
comprehensive 
study that will 
include 
designing a 
better sewer 
system. It is 
funded by the 
EPA and the 
State Water 
Quality Control 
Board. It is not 
limited to 
testing though 
this is the first 
phase of data 
collection. 
 
- Other types of 
contamination, 
ie: solid waste 
issues also need 
to be addressed. 

Consultation 
Protocol 

-Policy 69 
needs 
improvement 
and changes. 

- City is aware 
of TAS 
concerns over 
consultation 

- Residents would 
like a better 
understanding of 
the consultation 

  - Yurok Tribe 
agrees with 
TAS. 
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- Problem with 
current 
consultation 
protocol (Policy 
69) is that the 
City does not 
follow it. 
 
-Would like 
formal 
consultation 
protocol well 
defined and 
followed by all 
parties. 

protocol (Policy 
69). 
 
- Would like to 
have open and 
defined 
channels of 
communication 
between TAS 
and City for 
access and 
management 
purposed. 
 
- Would like 
formal 
scheduled 
meetings 
between all the 
parties in 
Management 
Team to 
promote 
communication 
and conflict 
resolution on 
management of 
the site and 
study area. 

protocol and the 
best way to 
follow it. 

TG= Tom Gates 
AL= Adjacent Landowners 
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ALMT = Axel Lindgren Memorial Trail 
CT= City of Trinidad 
TAS= Tsurai Ancestral Society 
PM= Public Meeting 
KS= Kate Sloan 
TMP = Tsurai Management Plan 
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